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JOIN YOUR BJU COMMUNITY, AT HOME …

BJU is gearing up for this year’s 
Homecoming and Family 
Weekend on October 6-7, 2023! 

United We Thrive is this year’s 
theme, highlighting the value of 
belonging to the BJU community 
no matter the decade you gradu-
ated or the distance you live from 
your alma mater. Call those college 
friends and make your plans to 
meet them back where your story 
of friendship began. See you at 
Homecoming 2023!
                                                                                                                      

Visit homecoming.bju.edu

Bob Jones University is offering a special travel experience during the Summer of 2024 — a charter river cruise 
for the BJU family! This 8-day Legendary Danube River Cruise (May 28–June 4, 2024) aboard an Avalon Wa-
terways 128-passenger ship provides an unmatched river cruise experience. Make plans soon to join your BJU 
community on this adventure through Europe!

Visit cruise.bju.edu or email dfisher@bju.edu

AND ABROAD!
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Three BJU stage directors advanced to the national finals in 
The American Prize:

• Ron Pyle — A Midsummer Night’s Dream
 • Jeff Stegall — The Tempest
 • Darren Lawson — Samson et Dalila

Three BJU music directors advanced to semi-finals in     
The American Prize: 

 • David Janssen 
  (composition, professional division)
 • Bruce Cox (conducting — band/wind ensemble,   
  college/university division)
 • Michael Moore (conducting —
 opera & musical theatre division)

����*2�0/����(�0�$3'�%0*

Dr. Amos Kasperek (Division of World Languages & Cultures) led a study 
abroad course in Costa Rica. 

Michelle Radford (Division of Art & Design) 
led a study abroad course in Spain. 

Cait Reid (Division of Educational, Child and Family Studies)
led a study abroad course in Colombia, South America.

Dr. Brenda Schoolfield (Division of History, Government and Social Sciences) led a study abroad course in France.  

Dr. Adele Dunn (Division of Management/Business Administration) led a study abroad course in Portugal.

Dr. Dave Eoute, Jr. (Division of Health Sciences) led a study abroad course in Uganda. 

Dr. Amy Hicks (Division of Health Sciences) led a study abroad course in Ghana. 

Dr. Michael Moore (Division of Music) led a study abroad course in Italy. 

Dr. Megan Lanpher (Division of Nursing) led a study abroad course in Togo. 

Dr. Valerie Peterson (Division of Nursing) led a study abroad course in Zambia. 
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Alumni Impact Future Alumni
By the fall of 1955, Greenville, South Carolina 
had been home to Bob Jones University for 
eight years. As new freshmen, Bud Ivy from 
Akron, Ohio, and Marge Schmidt from Buffalo, 
New York, stepped onto that campus. They had 
come despite family difficulties and opposition 
to see what God had for them.

Bud Ivy and his five siblings lost their mother 
when he was only four years old. As soon as 
possible, Bud joined the military to escape his 
indifferent father and a difficult stepmother. But 
God was already guiding his steps. While home 
on leave, Bud came to know Christ as his Savior 
due to the ministry of a Sunday School teacher. 
After completing his military service, Bud’s life 
was greatly influenced by a student from Bob 
Jones University. As a result, Bud applied and 
was accepted to BJU. 

Marge Schmidt had also grown up in a difficult 
home. However, at the age of eight, she came 
to know Christ as her Savior through a Release 
Time ministry at the local library. Despite her 
family’s opposition to her decision, Marge was 
able to attend a local church, where she began 
to grow in her faith. After graduating from high 
school, Marge applied and was accepted to BJU.

Even before Bud and Marge met their sopho-
more year, God was transforming their lives. 

They would describe that as a time when “old things were passing away and we were becoming new creatures in 
Christ. Our lives were [being] forever changed through the impact of the daily chapel messages and the repeated 
admonishments of Dr. Bob Sr. to do right and keep on keeping on. [Everything about BJU] took us through a meta-
morphosis that was distinctly Christian. We were never the same again.” 

With no financial support from home, Bud and Marge had each been responsible for meeting their own financial 
obligations. When they married the summer after their junior year, together they continued to work hard and use 
the benefits Bud received from the GI Bill to pay for their education. Miraculously, they graduated debt free in 1959. 
As they rejoiced in God’s provision, Bud and Marge decided that as God enabled them, they would help provide for 
other financially needy students at BJU.

God’s provision came through an unexpected turn of events. As a child, Marge had been abandoned by her father, 
but late in her father’s life, God gave her the opportunity to care for him in his last years of life. In response to this 
kindness, he left Marge a sizeable estate. Bud and Marge fulfilled their lifelong dream by bequeathing a portion of this 
estate to Bob Jones University to be used to help financially needy students.
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